Trigger Talk …..Buying your first gun
Wow, the sales flyers in the Sunday paper have great prices; I'm going to buy my first gun!!!
Slow down a little bit, first you'll need to know what you're looking for. Buying a gun is more than looking in a glass case at the gun counter for the one that looks coolest. Let's figure out what you are planning to do with it. Basically there are three types of guns: Handguns, Rifles, and Shotguns, each with its own purpose. The one you choose will depend on how you want to get started in shooting. 
For today let's talk about handguns, and because we are starting with the basics we'll assume you are a beginner and plan to use the firearm to learn about shooting fundamentals. 
Safety, marksmanship, technique and maintenance are the same whether you are shooting a basic .22 or a fancy .45.  Maybe your intent was ultimately to use the handgun for self or home defense and you were thinking of buying a large caliber high capacity gun like law enforcement uses.  I would suggest you take a different approach, when you were learning to drive a car you didn't run out and buy a Ferrari and if you recall, I'll bet your first two-wheeler had training wheels on it. You would be well served to take a similar approach in your first handgun.
A good .22 caliber pistol is a great training gun for practicing proper grip, stance, breathing, trigger control, and sight picture.  Best of all, you can shoot a .22 all day for less than $20.  Good quality bulk packs (525-550 rounds) of .22 ammunition can be purchased at most of the big box stores for $17-$20.
.22 cal. handguns are manufactured in both revolvers and semi-automatic pistols. I enjoy using both, but for teaching a beginner I prefer the semi-auto.  Several manufactures produce models specifically for training, these guns will typically have mid length barrels 4-6 inches long, adjustable sights, and a smooth consistent trigger.  My favorite, and the one we use at our club for training is the Ruger Mark II or III, but there are others. Smith and Wesson produces the model 22A and 41, Browning makes the Buckmark, and the Beretta U22 Neos.  Some manufactures make models such as the Walther P22 which is designed to match the controls and feel of their larger caliber guns, making the transition to a larger caliber gun easier.  
To purchase a handgun in Michigan unless you hold a valid Concealed Pistol license you must first get a "Permit to Purchase". This is one of the steps the State goes through to ensure a person buying a handgun has at least a basic knowledge of handgun law. It additionally is used as a method of recording handgun ownership for the state law enforcement agencies. The permit is only valid for a period of ten days, so it is best to do your research on which type and model you plan to purchase before obtaining the permit.  You obtain the permit at your local Law Enforcement agency such as the City or Township Police, or County Sheriff's office.  Additionally, when purchasing any firearm from a licensed dealer you will be required to fill out a form and undergo an FBI instant background check during the purchase process.  You can debate whether you feel these steps are appropriate, but these are requirements under current law and must be followed.
Now let's head to the store for some shopping. We know we want to get a gun that has a good reputation for quality at a fair price. But wait, how does it feel in your hand, is it too heavy, are the grips so thick you can't reach the trigger, are the controls hard to operate? These questions are why you need to go to a store and actually handle the guns you are interested in. This also is why you don't want to purchase a gun for someone else. A gun can be a great gift, but make an outing of it so the shooter can hold and "feel" the gun themselves.
Another consideration is whether to purchase new or used. Many gun retailers have a used gun counter, or maybe a friend has offered their used gun to you because they have moved on to something new.  Real bargains can be had, but just like used cars you need to know what you are getting.  A good quality used gun can provide all the safety, functionality and enjoyment of a new one if has been properly used and maintained.  I still shoot the first handgun I ever used; it was purchased by my Grandfather in 1968 and reminds me of him every time I shoot it. My oldest handgun was made by Colt in 1922 and is as accurate and fun to shoot as the day it was made.  My point here is that when you are purchasing a gun you are making a purchase that can last a lifetime. Take your time, choose quality and if used, verify condition. Saving a few dollars on the initial purchase for a lesser quality or poor condition gun will seem small versus the loss of reliability and function over the lifetime of that firearm.
Next month we'll talk about selecting a basic rifle. Future topics will include personal defense training, Shotgun selection, "Concealed Carry" handgun and ammunition selection, gun cleaning, storage and more!  Until then …….Safe Shooting
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